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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-14, 23-26, 30-39 and 49-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being unpatentable by Ha et al (US 6,661 ,337). 

Regarding claim 1 , Ha discloses a processor based strobe with feedback 
comprising: an, energy input port (14a, 16a, 18a, 22a, 32a, etc); a current limiter 
(switch (30), model switch (30), control switch (32)... etc) coupled to the input port 
(14a, 16a, 18a, 22a, 32a, etc); a strobe circuit (element 10 or processor (12)) 
coupled to the current limiter with the current limiter responsive to a strobe circuit 
flash condition to reduce a post-flash peak current draw of the strobe circuit 
below a corresponding peak current value of the strobe circuit in the absence of 
the current limiter (switch (30), model switch (30), control switch (32)... etc). See 
figures 1-3, col.4, lines 12-67 to col. 8, lines 1-35. 

Regarding claim 2, Ha discloses a control input port for varying at least 
one parameter of the current limiter in accordance with a selected visual output 
parameter. See figure 1. 
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Regarding claim 3, Ha discloses the at least one parameter comprises a 
control voltage. See figure 1 . 

Regarding claim 4, Ha discloses at least one of, a manually selectable 
visual output parameter. See figure 1 . 

Regarding claim 5, Ha discloses a manually settable element to select the 
visual output parameter and to select a current limiter parameter. See figure 1. 

Regarding claim 6, Ha discloses the manually settable element comprises 
at least one of a mechanical switch, or an electronic switch. See figure 1 . 

Regarding claim 7, Ha discloses a select the visual output parameter and 
to select a current limiter parameter. See figures 1-3. 

Regarding claim 8, Ha discloses (original) An output device as in Claim 2 
which includes at least one of a movable current limiter parameter specifying 
element, or a non-movable current limiter parameter specifying element. 

Regarding claim 9, Ha discloses the strobe circuit (10 or 12) comprises a 
passive energy storage device coupled to a gas filled member. See figure 1 . 

Regarding claim 10, Ha discloses a manual adjustment element coupled 
to the current limiter, and to the strobe circuit, the adjustment element varying 
both a current limiting parameter of the current limiter, and a visual output 
parameter of the strobe circuit. See figures 1-3, col.4, lines 12-67 to col. 8, lines 
1-35. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Ha discloses an adjustment element coupled to the 
current limiter, and, to the strobe circuit, the adjustment element varying both a 
current limiting parameter of the current limiter, and a visual output parameter of 
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the strobe circuit. See figures 1-3 and also 4-13, col.4, lines 12-67 to col.10, lines 
1-47. 

Regarding claim 12, Ha discloses the current limiter comprises a current 
sensor and an electronic switch with a control output coupled to the strobe circuit. 
See elements as claim 1 and figure 1 . 

Regarding claim 13, Ha discloses electronic switch comprises a transistor. 
See figure 1 . 

Regarding claim 14, Ha discloses a manually settable, current limiter 
selection element. See figure 1-3. 

Regarding claim 23, Ha discloses alarm system comprising: a plurality of 
visual output devices, each of the devices includes a control element which is 
one of, mechanically movable or electrically settable, to limit a peak current draw 
of the respective device; and a switchable source of electrical energy to power 
the devices. See figures 1-3, figures 1-3, col.4, lines 12-67 to col.8, lines 1- 
35.Regarding claim 24, Ha discloses the output devices each includes a 
triggerable light emitting output device. See figure 1 . 

Regarding claim 25, Ha discloses the control element alters a light output 
parameter in accordance with the limited peak current draw. See figures 1-3, 
col.4, lines 12-67 to col.6, lines 1-35. 

Regarding claim 26, Ha discloses where the light emitting output device 
comprises a gas filled member. See figure 1 . 

Regarding claim 30, Ha discloses alarm system comprising: a visual 
output element; a source of energy to illuminate the element; a control, circuit 
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coupled to the source of energy; and a current limiting circuit, coupled to the 
control circuit, to limit maximum current draw. See figures 1-3, col.4, lines 12-67 
to col.8, lines 1-35. 

Regarding claim 31 Ha discloses a circuitry to adjust the current limiting 
circuit in response to selecting one of a plurality of illumination parameters, 
figures 1-3, col.4, lines 12-67 to col. 5, lines 1-35. 

Regarding claim 32, Ha discloses the visual output element comprises a 
flashable gas filled member, and the current limiting circuit limits a peak charging 
current associated with the member. See figure 1 . 

Regarding claim 33, Ha discloses both the current limiting circuit and the 
control circuit are adjusted together in response to selecting one of a plurality of 
output illumination parameters. See figures 1-7. 

. Regarding claim 34, Ha discloses the circuitry to adjust including at least 
one of a manually manipulatable element. See figure 1. 

Regarding claim 35, Ha discloses the circuitry to adjust including at least 
one of a manually manipulatable element. See figure 1 . 

Regarding claim 36, Ha discloses the maximum current draw is limited, 
subsequent to the element being illuminated, to a value associated with a 
selected illumination parameter. See figures 1-4. 

Regarding claims 37-39, Ha discloses a current sensor coupled to a 
comparator, the comparator establishing at least one peak current value. See 
figures 1-3 and also 4-13, col.4, lines 12-67 to col. 10, lines 1-47. 
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Regarding claims 49-50, Ha discloses where the manually manipulatable 
element, is one of linearly movable. See figures 1-3. 

Regarding claim 50, Ha discloses manually manipulatable element is 
coupled to the current limiting circuit to limit current draw in accordance 
therewith. See figures 1-3. 

Regarding claim 51 , Ha discloses where the source of energy comprises a 
capacitor. See figure 1. 

Regarding claim 52, Ha discloses a housing, the housing carries the visual 
output element, the capacitor, the control circuit and the current limiting circuit. 
See figure 

Regarding claim 53, Ha discloses the housing carries a manually 
manipulatable control member to select an illumination parameter. See figure 1 . 

Regarding 54. Ha discloses where the control member comprises one of 
linearly movable. See figures 104. 

Regarding claim 55, Ha discloses where the control member comprises a 
switch. See figure 1. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Has et al (US 6,242,872) and Ha et al. (US 6,049,446) 
are cited to show alarm system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Examiner Minh A whose telephone number is 



Application/Control Number: 10/714,707 



Page 7 



Art Unit: 2821 

(571) 272-1817. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (5:30 -2:30 
PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone is unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Don Wong, can be reached on (571) 272-1834. The fax 
phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are 703-872-9306 for regular communications and (703) 872-9319 for 
final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
should be directed to the Technology Center receptionist whose telephone 
number is (571)272-1553. 
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